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quality of Federally sponsored child care in
the executive branch by (1) ensuring proper
background checks of child care workers; (2)
achieving 100 percent independent accredi-
tation of all eligible centers; (3) exploring
partnerships among Federal agencies and
with the private sector to improve child care
quality and affordability; and (4) ensuring
that all Federal workers become better in-
formed of child care benefits and the options
available to them.

First, all child care workers in Federally
sponsored centers should undergo thorough
background checks to make sure that our
children are safe. The vast majority of child
care workers are caring people who have
dedicated their lives to teaching and nurtur-
ing children. But one tragedy in child care
is too many, and criminal and civil back-
ground checks are necessary to determine
whether the people caring for our children
are fit for this responsibility. The military al-
ready has a model system to conduct back-
ground checks of child care workers. I now
want to guarantee that workers at all non-
military, Federal child care facilities undergo
such background checks in a thorough and
timely fashion.

I therefore direct the Administrator of
General Services (‘‘Administrator’’) to report
to me, within 90 days, with a plan to ensure
complete and timely background checks, to
the fullest extent possible, for all child care
workers in nonmilitary, Federally sponsored
child care settings. Agencies with oversight
of nonmilitary child care settings will report
to the Administrator within 60 days on this
matter.

Second, all Federally sponsored child care
centers should receive nationally recognized,
independent accreditation as soon as they are
eligible to do so. Currently, only 76 percent
of military centers, and 35 percent of other
Federally sponsored centers, are accredited.
By the year 2000, 100 percent should be ac-
credited. I therefore direct the Secretary of
Defense and the Administrator to provide
me, within 90 days, with a plan to ensure,
to the fullest extent possible, independent,
nationally recognized accreditation of all eli-
gible, Federally sponsored child care by the
year 2000. Agencies with oversight of non-

military child care settings shall report to the
Administrator within 60 days on this matter.

Third, partnerships among Federal agen-
cies and with the private sector are an in-
creasingly important way to maximize exist-
ing resources and improve child care. I there-
fore direct the Administrator to work with
the heads of all Federal departments and
agencies to explore opportunities for collabo-
ration both within Government and with the
private sector to improve child care quality
and affordability in Federally sponsored set-
tings.

Finally, employers have a responsibility to
make sure that their workers are better in-
formed on child care and the options avail-
able to them at the national, State, and local
levels. I therefore direct the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management (‘‘Direc-
tor’’) to ensure that, to the fullest extent pos-
sible, all Federal workers receive full infor-
mation about child care benefits available to
them on the Federal, State, and local levels,
including information on resource and refer-
ral networks, available tax credits such as the
Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit and
Child Tax Credit, as well as public subsidies.
The Director shall also host a nationwide
summit designed to showcase model public
and private sector solutions to child care
needs.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Democratic Business
Council Luncheon in Westport,
Connecticut
March 10, 1998

Thank you very much. Bob and Yvette and
all the others, all of you who are here, I can’t
thank you enough for coming and for your
support. Mayor Farrell, I’m glad to be in
Westport. Mayor Ganim, I enjoyed our visit
in Bridgeport. Governor Romer and Len
Barrack and Fran Katz, thank you for all the
work you do for the Democratic Party. And
Barbara Kennelly, thank you for having the
courage to run for Governor. I want you to
win. I’ll do what I can to help you, and cer-
tainly you deserve it.

I’d also like to say to all of you, I remember
that night in 1991 when I came to Westport
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the first time. My name recognition was less
than 50 percent among the people in the
room to meet me that night. [Laughter] You
know how those things start—I mean, more
than half the people showed up because
somebody they knew asked them to, and they
couldn’t think of a convenient excuse to get
out of it. [Laughter] So I do remember.

When I announced for President I was
running fifth in New Hampshire. My mother
was the only person I knew who thought I
was going to win. [Laughter] So it has been
a long road since I first came here as a can-
didate to Westport. I can’t imagine why only
George Washington and Franklin Roosevelt
have been here, however. The others must
not have known what they were missing.

I feel a great deal of debt to the people
of Connecticut. Connecticut voted for Al
Gore and me twice and by a much bigger
margin in ’96 even than in ’92. The people
of Connecticut have supported the efforts of
the last 5 years, and I believe now support
the agenda for the 21st century that I out-
lined in the State of the Union speech.

I know you’ve all heard a lot of political
speeches, but we’re here at a Democratic
Party event, so I will give you a very brief
one. If you had to go home today when you
left here and someone asked you, ‘‘why did
you go to that lunch,’’ you don’t have the
excuse that you might have had in December
of ’91. You knew exactly what you were doing
when you showed up. Why did you come
here? Why do you belong to our party? Why
do you support it?

I have spent a lot of time thinking about
my mission as President. I think about it
every day. What do I want? I want our coun-
try to go into the 21st century with the Amer-
ican dream alive for every person who will
work for it, with our leadership in the world
for peace and freedom and prosperity un-
questioned, and with our country coming to-
gether as one great community across all the
lines that divide us. That’s what I want. That’s
what I’ve wanted every day since I first took
the oath of office, and that is what I have
worked for.

What is being a member of my political
party got to do with that? Even though I have
often enjoyed, both as Governor and as Presi-
dent, working with Republicans, sometimes

more, apparently, than they wanted to enjoy
working with me—[laughter]—and I believe
that our country’s greatest causes go beyond
party and that we ought to be able to find
common ground. It is a good thing, too, that
we have generally had over the last 220 years
two different political groups. They gave us
stability and honest, helpful debate and the
ability to come together in principled com-
promise.

So why are you here, and why are you a
Democrat? And does it really have anything
to do with Thomas Jefferson and Andrew
Jackson? And if George Washington were
alive today what would he be? The Federal-
ists are long gone; the Whigs are long gone.
You know, we had virtually a one-party sys-
tem—Thomas Jefferson was such a good pol-
itician that after he became President, in
order for John Quincy Adams to get elected
President, after following Madison and Mon-
roe, Quincy Adams virtually had to become
a member of Jefferson’s party even though
Jefferson had beat his daddy for reelection—
just to get elected.

Does any of that have anything to do with
where we are today? I spent a lot of time
in 1997 reading the history of America from,
let’s say, Andrew Jackson to Abraham Lin-
coln. I’m reading a great biography of Daniel
Webster right now. I recommend it to you.
And then reading the history of America
from after Abraham Lincoln to Theodore
Roosevelt, because most people don’t know
much about it.

And what I basically concluded is this: At
every important time, from the founding of
the country through the Civil War through
the growth of the industrial revolution
through the Depression and World War II
and the cold war, at every time there have
always been three great questions—always—
that defined America. Start with the Declara-
tion of Independence: We pledge our lives,
our fortunes, our sacred honor to the propo-
sition that all people are created equal and
entitled to liberty; entitled to the pursuit of
happiness—not the guarantee but the pur-
suit—and to form a more perfect Union.
That’s the whole story of America, every
time: What can we do to widen the circle
of opportunity, deepen the meaning of free-
dom, strengthen the bonds of our Union?
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I’m ashamed to tell you that more or less
from the time of Martin Van Buren until way
after Abraham Lincoln became President,
our party did not carry those elements most
strongly; the Republicans did. But from the
time Theodore Roosevelt handed the pro-
gressive mantle in this country over to Wood-
row Wilson, or—throughout the 20th cen-
tury, and then going back to our roots in the
beginning, I think you can honestly say that
the Democratic Party may not have always
been right on every issue, but we were always
on the right side of history. We were for wid-
ening the circle of opportunity, deepening
the meaning of our freedom, strengthening
the bonds of our Union.

That’s what we need to be thinking about
today. Why? Well, look ahead to the 21st
century. We have a strong economy; some
people want to give away the surplus now.
I say, no, let’s fix Social Security because
when the baby boomers retire, we don’t want
to bankrupt the country or bankrupt our kids
to take care of us. That’s what we represent.

We have a very successful economy, but
there’s still neighborhoods and people who
haven’t participated in it. That’s why we have
to be the party of economic empowerment
in devastated areas and higher standards in
education for all. We have an increasingly
diverse society. That’s why we have to be the
party for genuine racial harmony and
strength out of our diversity. We have new
challenges abroad, and we have to be the
party working for peace and security from
the Middle East to Northern Ireland against
weapons of mass destruction. That’s what we
represent. But when you go back to the be-
ginning, you’ll see that’s what we’ve always
represented.

Go home today and see if you can write
down in two sentences why you came here.
And if you can, then you can come again,
and you’ll want to.

This country is going through a lot of great
changes, but where we need to come out will
require the leadership of people who hon-
estly believe we have a permanent mission
to widen the circle of opportunity, deepen
the meaning of freedom, and strengthen the
bonds of our human Union.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
dining room at the Inn at National Hall. In his
remarks, he referred to luncheon hosts Bob and
Yvette Rose; Westport First Selectman Diane
Goss Farrell; Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado, gen-
eral chair, Len Barrack, national finance chair, and
Fran Katz, national finance director, Democratic
National Committee; and Representative Barbara
B. Kennelly, candidate for Governor of Connecti-
cut.

Executive Order 13077—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
13010, Critical Infrastructure
Protection
March 10, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
provide for the review of the report by the
President’s Commission on Critical Infra-
structure Protection, and appropriate imple-
mentation, it is hereby ordered that Execu-
tive Order 13010, as amended, is further
amended as follows:

Section 6. Section 6(f), as amended, shall
be further amended by deleting ‘‘March 15,
1998’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 1998’’
in lieu thereof.

Section 7. Section 7(a) shall be amended
by deleting ‘‘March 15, 1998’’ and inserting
‘‘September 30, 1998’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 10, 1998

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:52 a.m., March 11, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on March 12.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Alaska’s
Mineral Resources
March 10, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the 1996 Annual Re-

port on Alaska’s Mineral Resources, as re-
quired by section 1011 of the Alaska National
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